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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00552 180815Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-01 AID-05 CU-06 ACDA-10 DHA-02 
/106 W 

078654 180916Z/21 

R 180810Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2649 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
USUN NEW YORK 221 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0552 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SOCI, SF 

SUBJECT: NATAL'S SQUATTER PROBLEM 

REF: CAPE TOWN 1188 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE DEMOLITION IN EARLY AUGUST OF THE RAMSHACKLE SHANTIES 
OF APPROXIMATELY 70-80 AFRICAN SQUATTER FAMILIES IN CLERMONT 
TOWNSHIP NEAR DURBAN, COMING IN THE WAKE OF THE MASS BULLDOZING 
OF SQUATTER SHACKS IN THE CAPE (REFTELS), HAS CREATED A SMALL 
PUBLIC FUROR IN DURBAN. DESPITE PLEAS FROM CHURCH AND CHARITABLE 
ORGANIZATION LEADERS TO WAIT UNTIL ALTERNATIVE HOUSING WAS 
AVAILABLE, CLERMONT TOWNSHIP MANAGER T. DREYER HONORED A 
REQUEST BY THE OWNER OF THE LAND AND ORDERED THE SQUATTERS' 
DWELLINGS DESTROYED AND THE OCCUPANTS EVICTED. APPROACHED 
FOR COMMENT, DREYER SAID THAT SINCE THE SQUATTERS HAD BUILT 
THEIR DWELLINGS IT .LEGALLY WITHOUT A PERMIT. HE HAD NO CHOICE 
BUT TO ORDER THEIR DESTRUCTION. 

2. SEVERAL LOCAL CHARITY ORGANIZATIONS HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 DURBAN 00552 180815Z 

HELP THE SQUATTERS. CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP HURLEY AUTHORIZED 
A CLERMONT CHURCH TO SET UP A "TENT CITY" ON ITS PROPERTY 
TO HOUSE MOST OF THE EVICTED FAMILIES AND AN MP ALLOWED 
FIVE OF THE FAMILIES TO STAY TEMPORARILY ON HIS PROPERTY. 

IN BOTH CASES LOCAL AUTHORITIES THREATENED TO PROSECUTE 
BECAUSE THE EVICTED AFRICANS ARE LIVING IN WHITE AREAS 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OR HAD ERECTED "STRUCTURES" (TENTS) 
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WITHOUT A PERMIT. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THIS INCIDENT WAS DWARFED BY THE CAPE 
DEMOLITIONS, THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED 350,000 SQUATTERS LIVING 
IN AND AROUND DURBAN'S AFRICAN TOWNSHIPS. ANY SAG CAMPAIGN 
TO MOVE AGAINST THIS GROUP PRESUMABLY WOULD FACE REPERCUSSIONS 
SIMILAR TO THOSE OBSERVED IN THE CAPE.FARBER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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